Diffuse bilateral lung uptake of TI-201 chloride in CMV pneumonitis. Case presentation with histopathologic correlation.
Diffuse intense lung uptake of TI-201 chloride without abnormal Ga-67 citrate in a case of cytomegalovirus pneumonitis in a patient with AIDS is presented. An autopsy performed within 4 days of imaging revealed no pulmonary pathology other than diffuse cytomegalovirus infection with abundant histiocytes and inclusion bodies and pulmonary congestive heart failure. Among the various mechanisms of TI-201 accumulation, active transport through Na-K ATPase appears to be predominant in this case, as suggested by innumerable histiocytes. It is the authors' experience that positive TI-201 uptake without abnormal Ga-67 accumulation is highly specific for pulmonary Kaposi sarcoma. The presence of such discrepancy between TI-201 and Ga-67 uptake in AIDS patients decreases the specificity of a TI-201 positive/Ga-67 negative lesion for pulmonary Kaposi sarcoma, especially with the rising incidence of both cytomegalovirus and Kaposi sarcoma in AIDS patients.